
County Ditch 1
Project 103

Located in  Greenwood Township in

Clearwater County Sections 16,21,27,28,29,33,34





Why did you receive a letter about this ditch?

• You received a letter because you are a landowner that was 
identified within the boundary of the benefitted area on record at 
the Clearwater County Courthouse (as shown on upcoming map).

• We are looking for input from the landowners to share any 
information you might have about the ditch system.

• We would like the landowners to share any concerns you may have 
with drainage within this area or any past knowledge of the 
drainage system?





History of CD 1 Project 103 

• 26th of July 1904 - the ditch was established.  For the price of $12,000.00

• 20th of October 1982 – This is the date that the Clearwater County Board of Commissioners transferred 
responsibilities to the Red Lake Watershed District.

• 11th of March 1993 – There was a project re-naming on this ditch to Project 103

• 14th of November 1994 – A levy request was submitted on this system that was removed because of the large 
size of the benefitted area.

• 26th of June 2014 – Staff member Gary Lane stated that the District has a benefitted area for Clearwater 
County Ditch 1, RLWD Project 103, but is unable to locate the physical ditch system and Clearwater County 
Engineering staff was unable to find information leading to the location of the legal drainage system.  
Administrator Jesme stated that Legal Counsel Sparby recommended proceeding with the hearing process to 
abandon the system, therefore notifying all landowners in the benefitted area.  Motion by Mandt, seconded 
by Ose, to authorize staff to proceed with the necessary steps to abandon Clearwater County Ditch 1, RLWD 
Project 103. Motion carried.

• 8th of February 2018 – Administrator Jesme stated that in 2014 the Board authorized the staff to proceed with 
the necessary steps to abandon Clearwater County Ditch 1, RLWD Project 103.  Due to staffing changes, steps 
were not taken to move forward with the abandonment.  District Staff has been working on the determining 
the benefitted area and will bring back further information to the Board soon.

• 17th of February 2022 – Letters to were mailed to Landowners to inform them of a meeting that will be held 
on April 1st, 2022, to discuss with the Red Lake Watershed District staff on how you would like us to move 
forward in managing this public drainage system. 



Where is the ditch located?

• To our best knowledge the ditch is located somewhere in 
Greenwood Township of Clearwater County and appears to include 
Sections 16, 21, 27, 28, 29, 33, 34.

• To date we have not found any plan profile sheets, construction 
plans or survey notes of the ditch system.

• To date the only information we found, was some old ditch 
inspector notes (Truman Sandland) dating back to October 24, 
1990 and October 24, 1991.  In one of the reports, Truman 
questioned if the area he looked at was part of the system, and 
even suggested that we may want to abandon the system as there 
has been no work on the system in his lifetime.





















Landowner Options

• Do nothing.  The ditch would remain the way it is.  Red Lake 
Watershed District would retain responsibility of the ditch.

• Abandonment. The ditch would be abandoned, and the ditch 
(what is left of it) would be the landowner's responsibility for 
having it maintained/cleaned.  We would need the landowners to 
pursue this option.

• Redetermine the benefitted area.  



103E.811 ABANDONING DRAINAGE SYSTEM.
Subdivision 1.Drainage lien payment period must expire.

After the period originally fixed or subsequently extended to pay the assessment of the drainage liens expires, a drainage 
system may be abandoned as provided in this section.

Subd. 2.Petitioners.
A petition must be signed by at least 51 percent of the property owners assessed for the construction of the drainage 

system or by the owners of not less than 51 percent of the area of the property assessed for the drainage system. For the purpose 
of the petition, the county is the resident owner of all tax-forfeited property held by the state and assessed benefits for the 
drainage system, and the board may execute the petition for the county as an owner.

Subd. 3.Petition.
The petition must designate the drainage system proposed to be abandoned and show that the drainage system is not of 

public benefit and utility because the agricultural property that used the drainage system has been generally abandoned or 
because the drainage system has ceased to function and its restoration is not practical.

Subd. 4.Filing petition; jurisdiction.
If all property assessed for benefits in the drainage system is in one county, the petition must be filed with the auditor unless 

the petition is signed by the board, in which case the petition must be made to the district court of the county and filed with the 
court administrator. If property assessed for benefits is in two or more counties, the petition must be filed with the auditor. When 
the petition is filed, the drainage authority in consultation with the auditor, or the court administrator with the approval of the 
court, shall set a time and location for a hearing on the petition. The auditor or court administrator shall give notice by 
publication of the time and location of the abandonment hearing to all persons interested. The drainage authority or the district 
court where the petition is properly filed has jurisdiction of the petition.



Subd. 5.Abandonment hearing.
(a) At the hearing, the drainage authority or court shall examine the petition and determine whether it is sufficient and 

shall hear all interested parties.
(b) If a property owner assessed benefits for the drainage system appears and makes a written objection to the 

abandonment of the drainage system, the drainage authority or court shall appoint three disinterested persons as viewers to 
examine the property and report to the drainage authority or court. The hearing must be adjourned to make the examination 
and report and a date must be set to reconvene. The viewers, if appointed, shall proceed to examine the property of the 
objecting owner and report as soon as possible to the drainage authority or court with the description and situation of the 
property and whether the drainage system drains or otherwise affects the property.

(c) When the hearing is reconvened, the drainage authority or court shall consider the viewers' report and all evidence 
offered, and:

(1) if the drainage authority determines that the drainage system serves any useful purpose to any property or the general 
public, the petition for abandonment must be denied; or

(2) if the drainage authority determines that the drainage system does not serve any useful purpose to any affected 
property and is not of public benefit and utility, the drainage authority or court shall make findings and shall, by 
order, abandon the drainage system.

Subd. 6.Effect of abandonment.
After abandonment of a drainage system, a repair petition for the drainage system may not be accepted and the 

responsibility of the drainage authority for the maintenance of the drainage system ends.

History:
1990 c 391 art 5 s 103

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/?id=391&year=1990&type=0


Abandonment Procedure:

-Abandonment requires a petition to be filed with the Red Lake Watershed District 
Board.

-The petition must be signed by owners of 51% of the land area within the defined 
benefitted area.

-The Red Lake Watershed District will then set a time and date for a hearing on the 
proposed abandonment.

-Notice of the hearing will be given by publication.

-At the hearing the Red lake Watershed District Board will hear all interested parties.

-If the Red Lake Watershed District Board determines that the drainage system does not 
serve any useful purpose to any affected property and is not of public benefit and utility, 
the drainage authority or court shall make findings and shall, by order, abandon the 
drainage system. 
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